Robert hooke Micrographia londo 


Micrographia. 

regular pieces, a d 3 and ef ■, The Warper the thread that ran crofling the 

Riband, appear’d like a fingle Rope of an Inch Diameter 5 but the Woof 0 
or the thread that ran the length of the Riband, appear’d not half fo 
big. Each Inch of fix-peny-b'road Riband Appearing no dels then a piece 
of Matting Inch and half thick, and twelve foot fquare ; a few yards of 
this, would be enough to floor the long Gallery of the Lowe at Paris. 
But to return to our piece of Riband : It affords us a not unpleafant ob- 
ject, appearing like a bundle, or wreath, of very clear and tranfparent 
Cylinders > if the Silk be white, and curioufly ting’d ^ if it be colour’d, each 
of thofe fmall homey Cylinders affording in fome place or other of them, 
as vivid a reflection, as ifit had been lent from a Cylinder of Glafs or Horn,) 
In-fb-much, that the reflections of Red, appear’d as if coming from fo 
many Granates , or Rubies. The lovelinefs of the colours of Silks above 
thofe of hairy Stuffs,or Linnen,confifting ; as I elfe-where intimate, chiefly in 
the tranfparency, and vivid reflections from the Concave.jox inner fuxface 
of the transparent Cylinder , as are alfp the colours of Precious Stones , 
for molt of the reflections from each of thefe Cylinders , come from the 
Concave furfaceof the air, which is as ’twerethe foil that incompaffes the 
Cylinder. The colours with which each of thefe Cylinders are ting’d, feem 
partly to be fuperheial, and flicking to the out-fides of them 5 and partly, 
to be imbib’d, or funck into the fubftance of them : for Silk, feeming to 
be little elfe then a dried thread of Glew, may be fuppos’d to be very 
cafily relaxt,and foftened, by being fteeped in warm, nay in cold, if pene- 
trant, juyees or liquors. And thereby thofe tinCtures, though they tinge 
perhaps but a fmall part of the fubftance, yet being fo highly impregnated 
with the colour, as to be almoft black with it, may leave an impreffion 
%ong enough to exhibit? the defil'd colour. A pretty kinde of artifi- 
cial Stuff I have feen, looking almoft like tranfparent Parchment, Horn. 
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xugu, wiuu, as I iouua upon trial, nad imbib'd, and did remain ting’d 
with a great variety of very vivid colours, and to the naked eye it look’d 
very like the fubftance of the Silk. Audi have often thought ^pro- 
bably there might be away found out, to make m ™ a vP 10 

compofition, much refembfing, if not full as good', nay bettej ' fhenXt 
ExctetnentjOr whatever other liibffance it be out of which the Silk worm 

wire-draws his clew. If fuch a compofition were foTnd, it tere ce«ata 
lyan ea fie matter to find verv auirk w™e r>r a • • 4 were certain- 

an occafion of making feme trials which ■ f . In geniou$ inquifit j ye,. Perfon 
I luppofe he will have no occalfon’to be difpleas’d! ” ’ 1 ^ and 
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